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j WASHINGTON, Jan. 24 — The William Manchester book 
/ has achieved an ironic result far removed from its n ri„imi 
j iaigat- It has tarnished the image of Sem Robert F. 

and produced an undercurrent of sympathetic support for 
} President Johnson. 

This is the view expressed by elected officials and politi- 
cal observers in Washington and in states from New York 
to California. 


Marianne Means 


Political Views: 
Book Hurt RFK 


on material from Kennedy and 

Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy. C / e “ a ’ ^ anti '? en : 

' nedy feeling growing out of ; 
One political leader of the the book controversy is com- i 
: Lone Star State said: “I never pounded by antagonism over 
1 1 have thought much of Lyndon. Kennedy’s attack a few months 
But now I understand what a » o on Lo s Angeles Mayor Sam 
he’s gone through Yorty durins testimony on the . 

problems facing the cities. 

A Midwesterner suggested 

; Played that theyve put their th at Kennedy’s recent dispute 1 
, own ambitions ahead of patn- with FBI Director J. Edgar : 
otism Im obsessed with the Hoover over electronic bugging 
necessity to support Johnson.” had had an even more detri ! j 

Louisiana Gov. John Me- mental effect on the Senator's 1 
Keithen presumably repre- standing. 

: sented the feelings of many of In New York City, Washing- 
Ms constituents and fellow ton and Boston, Kennedy is 
i Southerners when he said yes- being criticized openly at 
; terday that ne believes Ken- gatherings of influential indivi- 
r nedy wants the Democratic duals who previously spoke ad- 
i '■ party defeated in 1968 so that miringly of him. 



